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Mr, Don Gibson 

415 flace u t,, 

Greensburg, BA 15601 

Dear ^ 011 , t 

I've had more to do than uaualjl recently and even less time to read. 

But I have continued reading, your book and the farthur I've gotten into it the 
more important is seems to be, I like it very much* 

In f ct I've been recommending it to professor friends and otherd I've urged 
tiie professors to get it for themselves and to ask their 3JLhami.es to get it for the 
students. 

And I liave nothing negative to say of it, 

* - • . / 

I've almost finished reading it, about 30 pagec to go. The only time I've had for 



reading it is while resting when 1 wqlk early mornings in the building in which the 
medical lab is, before tliey open and ofPer I've finished with the morning papers and 
after that while waiting for the physical therapists to open. I may be able to finish 
it tomorrow but if not I should Wednesday morning. 

In terms ofl the JFK assassination I think some of its more imprlant contributions 
to wliat is known is wliat it draws together on those who had motive for wanting him not 
to be president and the additional reasons for McCloy not to have been appointed a 
member of th e Commiss ion or for Ivim to jgavo^beepted the appointment if normal beliefs 
liad been i a i giigs Ux the practise nr intent, 

I am aware of the disclosed LBJ phone transcript and have them for the period that 
includes the appointment of the ^danmlasion. As you will see in NEVER AGAIN! tliere is 
reason to believe that’ there is - r eaa on-te-believe that the Katzenbach memo's content 
reached LBJ about 9 tliot Sunday night when he had a call from Hoy err, five minutes 
later lie phone ^oover and five minutes after that he phoned /fatzenbach. That was before 
the disclosed taping. I have no doubt that those you mention endorsed the a^mo idea, whether 
or not they knew about it. was quite early on Holiday morning, 11/25, that the Post not 
only knew about it but had decided to support the appointment of a commission editorially. 

I have the Fill's records on the steps it to^to tall: the Poet out of that editorial. It 
w&-) ^eLoach who did it for H oover and ho succeeded. Johnson then was playing botiy4ides, 

I believe to keep Hoover as content as possible only .to double-cross him, which he may 



have intended all' 1 along and 1 think did intend. 

I wish I knew whenj^istov; first had the same idea and to whom he then expressed it. 
I am inclined to believe tliat he may liave proposed it to *atzenbach before latzenbach 
proposed it to Hoovor the afternoon of 1 1 /24. 

A$ide from tho possibility tliat Rostov may liave had the idea first and have given 
it to Katzenbach, on tho basis 'of the recon-ds of which J know it began with ^tzenbach. 
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Tho$o ^ou name may well have been influential in getting J olinson to feel more satified 
v/ith the idea and of them Alsip in particular may have led him to believe the press 
would like it and endorse it. 

°n by^asrdng other investigations, 1 doubt that Johnson needed any engagement. 

He must have worried about either House undertaking a public investigation and he would 
have been even more worided about' both of them doing that. 

Y/hat v/as important to ldm tlien was seeing to it that there would be no question of 
the legitimacy of Ids succession and preserving domestic tranquility. He must have 
known without Hoover telling him that Hoover would not want an^ belief to exist that 
tliere had been a conspiracy. 

Y/hen you can come again I tldnk it would be helpful to yoxljuork on the creation 
of the Commission to go over some I coords that are easily seen here and others that 
can be located. I th*nk tliat what I refer to, Hoover* e effort supposedly supported if 
not initiated by LBJ, to keep the Post from publishing an editorial recommending a 
commission in its issue of 1l/26 / will bo of value to you. I also remember a rathpr 
long memo HoLo'ach wrote as Hoover's note— taker wlien Jtanchester interviewed hiiywill 
be valuable. 

When b^ve kArono was here he assembled some records x have in what he calls correctly 
a Hoover-hysteria file. He way have more of that tliat x have. ft was virtually an 
instant hysteria and it la tod at least a week. He feared for his reputation and tliat 
of the FBI. 

There is also what may be useful to you, how Hoover got what for him was his 

solution, the lono-nut, no-conopiracy "solution." ^t was from what the Array's 

112th domettic-intelligence component in Texas told first the Dallas police and then 

the . media, of Oswald's "defection" in wldch it colored him red when he was in fact 

J 

virulently anti-C omraunist and anti-USSR^ What 1 have in YJhiteash is solid on Oswald's 
politics and it is confirmed by what A4 osenko told the FBI. Which is what led to his 
three Jteara of subhuman abuse by the CIA. 



x ou are, of course, welcome to copies of any of/ this you want. 

If your work takes you to immobilizing the Tecas ^ourt of Inquiry, I believe that 

^ l i. . 

Sylvia il eagher's work on that is best. Pual Hoch has done most of the work of which know 
ont the 112th. The &rmy claims it destroyed those records. And then there is th^yfact that 
no report by Powell , of tliat unit and in the TSBD for several hours, has been disclosed. 
Not even the Ful's interview of him. 

Thaks for your good wishes. V/e are about as wellrs we can be, thanks. 

r\ 

Sincerely , 




Harold Woisberg 



